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COSTS OF BAD DECISION

TIME MONEY FREEDOM



AGE OF CRIMINAL RESPONSIBILITY

16 YEARS OLD OR YOUNGER

 Juvenile court

 All offenses that would be crimes if 
committed by an adult

 All juvenile traffic offenses

 Judge only - no jury trials

 Cherokee - 2 full-time Juvenile 
Judges

17 YEARS OLD

 Adult court

 State Court

- misdemeanors

- All crimes punishable by 12 months 
in jail

- Jury trial – 6 jurors

 Superior Court

- all crimes including from 
misdemeanors to those involve life 
sentences or death penalty

- Jury trial – 12 jurors



MONEY SPENT

 ATTORNEY FEES

 Flat fees

 Nonrefundable

 Nature of Proceedings

-Tribunal

- Court: uncontested

- Court – contested



MONEY SPENT (CONT.)

 ATTORNEY FEES

 SCHOOL TRIBUNAL

 Not court

 Admin. Hearing

 Fees

- dependent upon Nature of 

offense

- dependent upon how contested

 Minimum attorney fee bill will be 

about $1,500.00



MONEY SPENT (CONT.)

 ATTORNEY FEES

 COURT

 Flat fee

 Nonrefundable

 Fees- Nature of the offense

 Fees - Disposition

- Trial?

- Admission / Plea?

 Attorney fees for court = $2,500 to 

$3,500.00

 Attorney fees for tribunal and 

court = about $5,000.00

 Fees will increase for trial



MONEY SPENT (CONT.)

 ATTORNEY FEES

 AFTER COURT

 Fines

 Restitution – parents pay

 Cost for completing court order

 Evaluations

 Counseling

 Drug testing



MONEY 

SPENT 

(CONT.)

TOTAL COSTS

 BALL PARK FROM TRIBUNAL TO FINISHING 

COURT

$5,000 TO $10,000



TIME LOST

 SCHOOL

 Removed from school and all 

extracurriculars

 Attendance at alternative school

 Length of removal

 Year of removal



TIME LOST (CONT.)

 COURT ATTENDANCE

 At least one court appearance for 

even the simplest offense

 If case contested, minimum of two 

court appearances

 Parents missing work and other 

responsibilities (subpoena = no 

choice)



TIME LOST (CONT.)

 AFTER COURT

 Juvenile sentences – up to 2 years

 D.J.J. – Monthly meetings

 Time required to complete terms 

of sentence

 Time impact on parents is harder



FREEDOM

 JUVENILE SENTENCE = UP TO 2 YEARS

- For most delinquent acts including vaping offenses, tobacco 

offenses and unlawful drug possession (illegal or legal)

- -under 18 cannot purchase or possess vaping products or tobacco

 CONFINEMENT = JUVENILE JAIL

 DJJ – JUVENILE PROBATION

 DRIVER LICENSE SUSPENSION



FREEDOM (CONT.)

CONFINEMENT

 Can begin at arrest date

 Can be confined until trial

 Judge can order after trial

 Yes, there are jails for children









FREEDOM (CONT.)

 Substance Abuse Evaluations

 Random drug testing

 Required counseling

 Complete D.J.J. programs

 Failure to complete – back to judge for 
additional punishment

 Reporting to D.J.J.

 Curfew unless with your parents

 Restrictions on travel

 Community service work

JUVENILE PROBATION



FREEDOM (CONT.)

DUI - UNDER AGE 16
 1st - No license/permit – age 17

 2nd – No license/permit - age 18

 Reinstatement - complete other 
programs

DUI - UNDER AGE 21

 1st – 6 to 12 months suspension

 2nd – 18 months to 3 years

 3rd – revoked minimum 2 years

 Reinstatement – complete other 
programs

DRIVER LICENSE SUSPENSION



FREEDOM (CONT.)

DRIVER LICENSE SUSPENSION

 Juvenile Judge Suspension

- for any “delinquent act” – any crime if committed by adult

- suspend up to age 18

- can prohibit up to age 18



FREEDOM (CONT.)

DRIVER LICENSE SUSPENSION

 MIP while driving a vehicle (not DUI) – 6 months suspension

 failure to attend school

 traffic violations that result in automatic suspension other than DUI

 accumulation of points for traffic violations

 T.A.D.R.A. brochure:

https://dds.georgia.gov/document/document/tadra-finalpdf/download

https://dds.georgia.gov/document/document/tadra-finalpdf/download


“POSSESSION”

 Applies to all things illegal:  tobacco, vape products, drugs, alcohol, 

weapon

 “Constructive Possession”

- Defined

- What it actually means



H.O.P.E. / ZELL MILLER SCHOLARSHIP

(O.C.G.A. § 20-3-519.1)

 Not eligible if convicted of a felony offense involving marijuana, a 

controlled substance or a dangerous drug

 Ineligibility runs from date of conviction to completion of the next 

academic term

 Lose the Hope/Zell for any felony drug conviction

 essentially lose eligibility for one academic school year

 not saved by First Offender Act



FEDERAL SCHOLARSHIPS

FEDERAL PELL GRANT / FASFA

 you will be asked on your application - lying is a crime

 if convicted for any drug offense as an adult

 not just felony drug offense

 includes misdemeanor marijuana offense

 lose scholarship for one full year possibly indefinitely


