
  The past two years have 

undoubtedly flown by.  

This year and the next 

will go by even faster.  As 

a junior, it is time to plan 

a direction for life after 

high school. You will add 

to your stress if you pro-

crastinate.  This is the 

year to research your 

next step.   

1. Use the internet.  

Everything you need 

is on-line.  Every col-

lege and technical 

school has its own 

site, with all of the 

information you need 

to make good choices.   

2. Start now (Christmas 

break is a good time 

as well).  10 to 15 

minutes per day isn’t 

long, but it will add 

up and over time you 

will have done hours 

and hours of re-

search. 

3. Have a plan regard-

ing registering for 

next year’s senior 

classes.  Colleges and 

tech schools can 

gauge your maturity 

and character by the 

courses you choose to 

take.  Make sure, 

through your choices, 

that you are sending 

the right messages. 

4. Get a summer job.  A 

job listed on an appli-

cation shows you are 

a responsible person.  

Earn money AND set 

yourself apart. 

 

The First Cut:  How do schools choose? 

There are only three things 

that schools look for in de-

termining the “first cut.”  

Keep in mind, that your ap-

plication will go through 

several stages for ac-

ceptance.  The first one is 

basic and straight forward:    

1.  SAT or ACT scores.   

Understand that schools will 

take the highest test score, no 

matter which test.  Be pre-

pared to take one of these 

tests by the end of this year.  

Use your PSAT scores to 

gauge your weak spots. 

3.  Strength of Schedule.   

The difficulty level of the 

classes you choose also helps 

a school determine your char-

acter level and work ethic.  

Your senior year is not a time 

to relax — it is a time to work 

hard so you can shine on your 

application. 

The Junior Year: Time for a Game Plan 

11th Grade Classroom Guidance      

 

So you’re going to 

college or technical 

school? What are you 

going to do there? 

Research and plan 

ahead! Use the Occu-

pational Outlook 

Handbook website to 

research career op-

portunities. 

 
www.bls.gov/oco/ 

WHS Classroom Guidance 

2.  Grade Point Average.  

Your GPA shows what you 

have accomplished over a 

long period of time.  It is a 

reflection of your ability and 

maturity levels.  If your GPA 

isn’t where it should be, it’s 

time to move it in the right 

direction. 

GAfutures 

Provides the following 

information: 

Colleges and Tech 

Schools 

Careers 

Student Planner 

Applications 

Transcript Requests 

Paying for College 

 

www.gafutures.org 

http://cherokeek12.net/woodstockhs/student-services/ 
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Be prepared to take the recom-

mended test in order to gain 

admission to four year  

Colleges and universities. 

The ACT or the SAT is required ON-

LY for students attempting to en-

ter a four-year college or universi-

ty. It is NOT a requirement for 

graduation. Students planning on 

attending a junior college or a tech-

nical college will NOT NEED to 

take the SAT OR ACT.  
 

A question most often posed is this: 

Which test is going to be right for 

me?  

     A few facts, first: 

 

1. A common misconception is that 

the ACT is a “lower level” test. 

It is not. It is viewed equally 

with the SAT by all state colleg-

es and universities. 

2. The SAT is not preferred over 

the ACT by any of the in state 

colleges or universities. 

      

     If you are planning on going to 

technical school or a two year col-

lege, then you will not take the SAT 

or ACT.  Plan on taking the COM-

PASS test, which is explained in de-

tail on this page. 

The COMPASS Test 
What is it? 

The SAT scores on Reading & Wrtiting 

(combined score) and: Math,. Each sec-

tion  has a possible score range from 200 

to 800. The total score for the entire test 

ranges from 400-1600. 

 

The ACT scores on  English, Math, 

Reading, and Science. Score range is 1-

36. 

*Each test has a n optional writing sec-

tion. Check college websites to see what 

is required. 

What's the Difference?  
Admissions officers and educators often 

describe the difference between SAT and 

ACT in these terms: The ACT is a con-

tent-based test, whereas the SAT tests 

critical thinking and problem solving.  

This perception is one reason many edu-

cators (off the record) express a prefer-

ence for the ACT because they believe 

that the ACT is closer to testing the core 

curriculum taught in most school class-

rooms.   

 

Bottom line: Each student should take 

the test for which they are recommend-

ed. Take the test that is truly best for 

you! 

 

Be sure to prepare Both test websites 

offer test taking tips and practice tests. 

SAT: 

https://

collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat?

affiliateId=cbhomeexp&bannerId=sat 

ACT: 

http://www.act.org/content/act/en/

products-and-services.html 

Colleges in Georgia 

http://www.usg.edu/institutions/ 
 

Technical  Colleges in  Georgia 

https://tcsg.edu/tech_map.php 

The ACT program developed 
the  COMPASS test to help 
persons entering technical 

institutes succeed in their ed-
ucational goals.  

COMPASS is a computerized 
test, which is not timed.  

2 year colleges and technical 
colleges in the state of Georgia 
do not require the SAT or 
ACT. Admission is based on 
this test and the following 
criteria: 
COMPASS helps determine 
basic skill levels in writing, 
reading, and math. The math 
portion includes addition, 
subtraction, division, multipli-
cation, fractions, word prob-
lems and basic algebra. The 
reading portion consists of 
passages that are read and 
questions answered about the 
content. The writing portion 
consists of editing an essay 
concentrating on the rules of 
grammar and punctuation. 
Go to the guidance website 
and click on testing for more 
information! 

https://tcsg.edu/tech_map.php


You can use the sec-

ond semester of your 

junior year to begin 

researching scholar-

ship opportunities.  

You won’t be able to 

fill out some applica-

tions until your sen-

ior year, but this head start will help 

you down the road.  

 

Go to WHS student services web page, 

then click on “Scholarships.” 

http://cherokeek12.net/

woodstock/student-services/

scholarships/ 

www.fastweb.com:  This is a free 

site that has a database of over 1.6 

million scholarships.  To begin, users 

will sign in with their own user names 

and passwords.  The system will ask 

roughly six screens worth of questions 

to build a profile.  Users will then get 

a listing of all scholarships that apply 

to their profile.   
Got questions?   

Go to the source! 

 
The best way to get the answer 

you need is to pick up the phone 
or type out an e-mail and make 

contact with the admissions offic-
es of the schools you plan on at-

tending.  Be armed with questions 
and jot down the answers as you 

get them. 
 

Do Your Research! 
You wouldn’t buy a car without 

researching it first. Log on to col-
lege and technical college web-
sites over the breaks and week-
ends for 15 minutes a day, over 

two weeks equals about four 
hours worth of research. Take 

“small bites” and the research job 
isn’t a “job” at all . . . 

 

SCHOLARSHIPS            

Hard work spotlights 

the character of people: 

some turn up their 

sleeves, some turn up 

their noses, and some 

don't turn up at all.  

Sam Ewing 
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Dual Enrollment:  Be sure the col-
lege where you want to land will 

be happy with the choice. 

From the UGA website: 

A very limited number of stu-

dents who have exhausted all 
the academic opportunities at 

their high school at the end of 

their junior year may be invited 
to begin their education at UGA 

a year early.  

Key: “Exhaust all the academic 

opportunities at their high 
school.” 

Message from college: We 

Promotion/Retention 

To be promoted to the 12th 
grade, a student must have:17 
units (must include 3 units 
English, 3 units math, 2 
units science and 1 unit social 
studies). 

Clubs 

 
Colleges are looking for “well-
rounded” students. Grades are defi-
nitely on the top of that list, but stu-
dents who get good grades, and are 
also “involved” in their school get a 
leg up in the application process. Get 
involved and make your college appli-
cation shine a little more brightly by 
joining a club. Go to the link below to 
get a list of all clubs at WHS. This 
information includes  descriptions of 
the clubs and the name of the teachers 
who sponsor them. 
 

http://cherokee12.net/

woodstockhs/student-activities/ 

Woodstock High School Guid-
ance Office 

 

Lindsay Gueren A — Co 
Hillary Nichols Cr — He 

Marcee Murphy-Smith Hi-Mi 
Maria Robinson Mo— Se 

Daryl Harris  So — Z 
Beverly Ernst        Secretary 

 
Monica Correll   

Records Office (Transcripts) 

Taken from the Atlanta 

Journal Constitution: 

 

“For every 10 students 

who start college with 

the HOPE scholarship, 

only three will keep it 

the entire time they are 

in college. “ 



Requirements for 2007 and Beyond: 
 

1. High schools will send HOPE: A Complete Tran-

script with Course History. 

 

2. HOPE GPA will be calculated by: Georgia Student 

Finance Commission. 

 

3. College Prep Standard: 3.0 on a true 4.0 scale. 

       No numerical standard. 

 

4. Tech Prep Standards: 3.2 on a true 4.0 scale. 

       No numerical standard. 

 

5.    Courses used to calculate HOPE GPA: 

English: All Credits Attempted 

Math: All Credits Attempted 

Science: All Credits Attempted 

Social Studies: All Credits Attempted 

Foreign Language: All Credits Attempted. 

 

6. Weighted grades? Advanced Placement courses 

ONLY — no honors levels will carry weight. 

 

For more information on HOPE go to: 

 

http://www.gsfc.org/publishing/pdf/2006/

hope_changes_2007.pdf 

 

This fact sheet will answer commonly asked ques-

tions regarding the changes to HOPE. 

 

 

Understanding the 4.0 scale for HOPE: 
 

The 4.0 scale assigns points to your letter grades.  

  (90 — 100)   (80 — 89)   (71 — 79)    (70)     (Below 70) 

      A = 4            B = 3            C = 2       D = 1       F = 0 

 

Unfortunately, whether you have an 80 or an 89, you 

will be assigned 3 points for that grade. The 4.0 scale 

does not delineate between, for example, a B, a B-minus, 

or a B-plus. Due to this reason, a B GPA on the 100 point 

scale is not necessarily a B GPA on the 4.0 scale. Calcula-

tions must be done. 

 

Example: An 80 GPA on the 100 point scale could be one 

of many combinations: 

                    Simplified Example # 1: 
100 point scale: 

1. 80 in English 

2. 80 in Math 

3. 80 in Science 

              80 + 80 + 80 = 240  

        Divide 240 by the number of grades (3)  = 80 GPA 

 4.0 scale:  

1. 80 in English (B = 3 points) 

2. 80 in Math (B = 3 points) 

3. 80 in Science (B = 3 points) 

                                             3 + 3 + 3 = 9 

          9 divided by the number of grades(3) = 3.0 

 

               Simplified Example # 2: 
100 point scale 

1.     75 in English 

2.     77 in Math 

3.     88 in Science 

                                75 + 77 + 88 = 240 

Divide 240 by the number of  

grades (3) = 80  B avg. on the 100 point scale. 

 

Here is where things can change: 

4.0 Scale 

1. 75 in English (C = 2 points) 

2. 77 in Math (C = 2 points) 

3. 88 in science (B = 3 points) 

                                                   2 + 2 + 3 = 7 

7 divided by the number of grades (3) = 

             2.3 ** C average on the 4.0 scale. 

All GPA’s must be calculated, as the example above 

proves.  

Understanding the NEW HOPE Requirements: 

Requirements for HOPE: 
 

1.  High schools will send the state of Georgia: A Com-

plete Transcript with Course History. 
 

2.  The HOPE GPA will be calculated  by: Georgia 

Student Finance Commission. 
 

3.  Must have at least 3.0 or above on a 4.0 GPA scale, 

based upon classes taken during 9th-12th grades. 
 

4. Courses used to calculate HOPE GPA: 

English: All Credits Attempted 

Math: All Credits Attempted 

Science: All Credits Attempted 

Social Studies: All Credits Attempted 

Foreign Language: All Credits Attempted. 
 

5. Transcript must include at least 4 full credits from 

rigor list attached. 
 

90% of tuition will be covered under the HOPE 

scholarship 

                                        The Zell Miller Scholarship 
 

Graduate with a minimum 3.7 GPA on a 4.0 scale, 

combined with minimum score of 1200 on the math 

and reading portions of the SAT or a 26 composite 

score on the ACT in a single test administration. 
 

100% of tuition will be covered under the Zell Miller 

scholarship. 

HOPE/Zell Miller pays tuition for state schools and 

some private schools in Georgia. 

Out of state schools not covered. 

Apply through FASFA or Georgia Student Finance 

Application. 

For more information on HOPE or Zell 

Miller go to: 

http://gafutures.org/hope-state-aid-

programs/ 

Understanding the 4.0 scale for HOPE: 
 

The 4.0 scale assigns points to your letter grades.  

  (90 — 100)   (80 — 89)   (71 — 79)    (70)     (Below 70) 

      A = 4            B = 3            C = 2       D = 1       F = 0 

Unfortunately, whether you have an 80 or an 89, you will be 

assigned 3 points for that grade. The 4.0 scale does not delin-

eate between, for example, a B, a B-minus, or a B-plus. Due  
 

 

to this reason, a B GPA on the 100 point scale is not 

necessarily a B GPA on the 4.0 scale. Calculations must 

be done. 
 

Example: An 80 GPA on the 100 point scale could be one 

of many combinations: 

        Simplified Example #1: 100 point scale 

      

4.0 scale 

       Simplified Example # 2: 100 point scale 

Here is where things can change: 

4.0 Scale 

    Other HOPE funds with NO GPA requirement: 

 

HOPE Grant: Georgia residents who are working 

towards a certificate or diploma at an eligible college 

or university in Georgia. 
 

HOPE Career Grant: Formerly known as the Stra-

tegic Industries Workforce Development Grant, is 

available to HOPE Grant-qualified students who en-

roll in select majors specifically aligned with one of 

12 industries in which there are more jobs available in 

Georgia than there are skilled workers to fill them. 

These industries have been identified as strategically 

Understanding the HOPE Requirements: 

80 in English 80 + 80 + 80 = 240  

80 in Math Divide 240 by the number of grades (3)   

80 in Science 80 = GPA 

80 in English (B = 3 points) 3 + 3 + 3 = 9 

80 in Math (B = 3 points) 9 divided by the number of 

grades(3)  

80 in Science (B = 3 points) GPA = 3.0 

75 in English 75 + 77 + 88 = 240 

77 in Math Divide 240 by the number of  

grades (3)  

88 in Science 80  B avg. on the 100 point scale. 

75 in English (C = 2 points) 2 + 2 + 3 = 7 

77 in Math (C = 2 points) 7 divided by the number of 

grades (3)  

88 in science (B = 3 points) 2.3 (C average )on the 4.0 

scale. 


