
Woodstock Middle School 

School Council Minutes 

Thursday, February 16, 2017 

1. Members present: 

David Childress, Principal 

Emily Green, Co-secretary 

Dina Menard, Chair 

Amy Walker, Vice-Chair 

Brendan Callahan 

 

2. CANVAS presentation 

Rosa Frederick gave a short presentation on CANVAS, the platform that is 

taking over most of what Aspen does—attendance, grades, resources (Aspen 

will still be around for storing student information and sending out email blasts).  

She and her students are part of the pilot program this year.  There are 

computer components, as well as an app for students/teachers and parents.  A 

big change with CANVAS is that parents have to sign up for their accounts.  A 

class will be offered in the early fall for parents to learn more about CANVAS 

and how it functions. 

3. National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) 

Our school was randomly chosen to participate.  50-60 randomly selected 8th 

graders took a test; the results will be compared to students/schools throughout 

the US. 

4. Middle Grades Longitudinal Study 

Our school was randomly chosen to participate in this study.  It tracks physical 

and academic progress of students from 6th to 7th to 8th grades.  This is the first 

year of the study, so the 50-60 randomly chosen 6th graders who were measured 

and tested will not be tested next year.  The purpose of this year was to work out 

the kinks in the testing process. 

5. Celebratory Luncheon 

In honor of WMS earning the Silver Award for achievement this year(up from 

Bronze last year), teachers were treated to a duty-free, catered lunch from Las 

Palmas on 2/14/17. 



6. Visit to North Forsyth MS 

WMS’s CCRPI score for this year is a B; we really want to be an A school.  Mr. 

Childress is visiting other A schools to see what they are doing to get to an A.  

He recently visited North Forsyth MS and got some good ideas.  He will travel to 

Piney Grove MS, also in Forsyth County, in a couple weeks. 

7. Milestone Madness 

This is a Milestones tutoring program that will be offered Thursday afternoons in 

March, from 4-5:30pm.  All 8th graders are invited to participate (they hope to 

expand to all grade levels).  Students will get 45 minutes of instruction over 2 

R/LA strands and then switch classes to receive 45 minutes of instruction over 2 

Math strands (or vice versa).  They will get a snack in between classes.   By the 

end of the program, students will have gotten instruction and practice in all 10 

strands for R/LA and Math. 

8.  Testing Schedule 

All Milestones testing will take place in the morning.  8th grade and 6th grade will 

test in the morning on Day 1, 7th grade in the morning on Day 2, and so on. 

9. Regional Spelling Bee 

7th grader Lydia Lord won the WMS Spelling Bee and came in 3rd at the Cherokee 

County Spelling Bee; this qualified her to attend the Regional Spelling Bee at 

Mabry MS on 2/25/17. 

     10.  MIE Training 

About 20 teachers are voluntarily participating in this program—Microsoft 

Innovative Educator Training.  There is 10 hours of face-to-face instruction and 

homework after each class. 

      11.  Roadwork 

There is going to be a major roadwork project starting on Towne Lake Hills 

South after we return from February break.  It will take a month and a half to 

finish.  One lane going up and one lane going down the street will be shut down, 

tentatively from 8:30am to 4pm…School Operations is working with the 

construction group to try and get those times changed so not to interfere with 

busses. 

      12.  Upcoming Events 

-8th grade band/chorus students are going to Disney World; they leave on the last 

day of Milestones testing. 

-8th grade overnight field trip to Savannah 



-Lego League (actually has already happened)—competed at the county level, 

regional level and State level!  Small technical issue prevented them from 

moving on after the State level. 

-Scheduling process for next year has started—rubrics for class placement have 

been made, teachers have looked at placements and have made 

adjustments/changes as needed, 8th grade Accelerated math will be HS Algebra 

& Geometry credit, will now offer 8th grade Advanced math (HS Algebra credit), 

7th grade parents can attend a meeting given by Mr. Childress and Mr. Smith to 

learn more about HS math classes 

-Next School Council meeting (last one for the year)—Thursday, April 13th 

 

 

 


